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ETS PRAXIS II Update
Praxis II Subject Assessment Test Change:

ETS has informed ODE of their intention to “phase out” the Praxis II test #0351, Special Education: Knowledge-Based Core Principles and to replace this test with the Praxis II test #0353, Education of Exceptional Students: Core Content Knowledge.

Currently #0351 is used by ODE as a licensure subject assessment test (content test) for the following licenses:

Intervention Specialist: Mild/Moderate

Intervention Specialist: Moderate/Intensive

Early Childhood Intervention Specialist

The test #0353 has updated content and is recommended by ETS as the assessment test to replace #0351.

This change in Praxis II testing for Intervention Specialist has been recommended to the State Board of Education (SBE).  Pending State Board of Education approval, the Praxis II test #0353, Education of Exceptional Students: Core Content Knowledge will be the replacement test for the Praxis II test #0351, Special Education: Knowledge-Based Core Principles. Pending approval, test #0353 would be required as the licensure subject assessment test (content test) for the Intervention Specialist: Mild/Moderate, Intervention Specialist: Moderate/Intensive, and the Early Childhood Intervention Specialist licensure.
The recommended pass/cut score for #0353 is 160 (pending SBE approval).

It has been further recommended that the test #0351 be discontinued for use for Ohio licensure and that the new test #0353 be effective as of September 1, 2008.  Further, it has been recommended that any teacher candidate having successfully completed #0351, prior to September 1, 2008 be considered as having met the subject assessment test (content test) requirement (pending SBE approval).

Ohio Praxis II Test Score Review Panel

Currently, there are 40+ Praxis II tests used for licensure in Ohio. ETS proposes that each state review their Praxis II test data on a staggered review schedule.  This review is to ensure that the pass/cut score is functioning as intended; the review is meant to answer the question, “Does the pass/cut score need adjusting?”

The review entails convening a “Praxis II Test Score Review Panel” that would review the Ohio performance data, national data, original Ohio panel recommendations, input from the field, and other state data for each Praxis II test.  After reviewing the data with ETS personnel, the Review Panel would recommend with rationales based on the data to either raise, lower, or keep the pass/cut score for each test. Recommendations would be made to the Higher Education Committee of the ESB and the ESB would then make recommendations to the State Board of Education.

The Review Panel would meet once a year for two or three days. An initial Review Panel will be convened to conduct the first review of Praxis II pass/cut score data in January 2008 and a second review in January 2009.

Ohio Praxis II Validation Studies 

ETS has identified 6 - 10 possible Praxis II subject area assessments (content tests) that could be reviewed by Ohio for potential validation during 2008.  These tests include the following licenses:

Agriculture

Drama/Theater

Gifted Education 

Latin

Reading Specialist

School Social Worker

Special Education Preschool/ECE

Technology Education

ETS proposed conducting test reviews with ODE staff to determine if the ETS tests identified would be appropriate for the licensure areas, and if so to proceed to validate the tests in Ohio.  Test validation would include convening a Validation Panel for each test.  The panel members would be ten (10) Ohio practicing teachers and two (2) higher education faculty. The validation study would be one day per test.  

ETS-Title II

The ETS Title II website is open through November 8 for IHEs to enter 2006-2007 program completers. ETS began a weekly process on September 10 to match program completers to their Praxis tests using demographic information provided by the IHE.  IHE staff with any questions should contact the Title II office at ETS:  title2@ets.org
Value Added Update
Value-Added submission guidelines are completed; the Office of Educator Preparation will be accepting and reviewing Value-Added program submissions from IHEs through December 27, 2007. Under the leadership of the University of Akron, College of Education, the Value-Added Taskforce has developed on-line modules that can be used as resources for these program submissions.  
Resources:  http://www.ohiorc.org/value-added
For further information, please contact Beverly Farmer: 614-387-2281 (desk)
Email: Beverly.Farmer@ode.state.oh.us
Elementary and Secondary School Operating Standards
Operating Standards for Ohio Schools submission guidelines are being completed by the Office of Educator Preparation. School Operating Standards submissions from IHEs will be accepted and reviewed by ODE beginning in Spring 2008.  Additional information will be forthcoming.

Resources:

www.ode.state.oh.us [Search: Operating Standards for Ohio Schools]

Operating Standards for Ohio Schools

Under section 3301.07 of the Revised Code, the purpose for adopting operating standards for Ohio elementary and secondary schools is to assure that all students are provided a general education of high quality.

Operating Standards for Ohio’s Schools Serving Children with Disabilities

The Operating Standards publication presents standards adopted in 2002 in order to ensure that all children with disabilities have available a free, appropriate public education that emphasizes specially designed instruction that meets their unique needs.
State Report on the Quality of Teacher Education in Ohio
In addition to the Title II and state reporting that ODE requested from IHEs in the past, ODE will be requesting additional information this year to comply with ORC 3319.223 directing the State Board of Education to report on best practices in the preparation of teachers, and the number of candidates in specific licensure programs at each IHE and the number of those candidates recommended for licensure by the IHE on an annual basis. Additional information will be forthcoming.
Educator Preparation Program Standards 

Several educator preparation programs that lead to licensure offered by Ohio IHEs do not have program standards recognized by national specialized professional associations.  Therefore, the Office of Educator Preparation is in the process of updating the program standards for these preparation programs to reflect performance based standards.  Writing teams of Ohio faculty and ODE staff have been working to complete these updates.  Program standards updates that have been completed are for the Multi-Age Computer Information Science, Multi-Age Music, Multi-Age Visual Arts, TESOL Endorsement, Bi-Lingual Endorsement, and Literacy Specialist Endorsement.  Other programs in process of being updated include, Multi-Age Drama/Theater, Multi-Age American Sign Language, Reading Endorsement, Adapted Physical Education Endorsement, Career Technical Route A and B, CBI Endorsement, and Prekindergarten Associate licensure.
Licensure Officers

Each IHE is requested by ODE to have one (1) licensure office identified as the official IHE representative who is responsible for verification of completion of all licensure requirements for each educator candidate, and who signs the official educator licensure applications that are then forwarded to ODE. ODE will be sponsoring a meeting for all licensure officers in early 2008 to review appropriate and standardized practices, policies, and procedures regarding licensure. Additional information will be forthcoming.
Accreditation Mentor Training

The Office of Educator Preparation is planning an Accreditation Mentor (formerly known as Critical Friend) Training in December, 2007.  Accreditation Mentors will be asked to consult with IHEs that are either preparing for their first NCATE on-site visit or have received a “not met” on one or more of the NCATE standards.  The first training will be limited to ten (10) Accreditation Mentors.  If the training is successful, future trainings will be considered including training for Accreditation Mentors for IHEs seeking TEAC accreditation.  Additional information will be forthcoming.
TEAC / NCATE
ODE and TEAC sponsored an Inquiry Brief Workshop in Columbus September 20-21.  Forty plus Ohio institutional representative (from 16 Ohio institutions) were in attendance.  For those IHEs that are considering TEAC accreditation, the next TEAC Inquiry Brief Workshop is March 6-7, 2008, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Ohio was well represented at the NCATE Institutional Orientation Conference held September 26-30, 2007 in Crystal City, Virginia.  Sixty plus Ohio institutional representatives (from 17 Ohio institutions) were in attendance. The general session highlighted the Streamlined Process for Accreditation Visits including some of the proposed changes to the continuing accreditation visit process.  Specific details have not been finalized; however, a condensed IR report of 50 pages and a BOE report of approximately 20 pages are some of the proposed changes. The next NCATE Institutional Orientation Conference will be April 3-6, 2008 in Crystal City, Virginia.
Q and A

During the question and answer dialogue, information was requested regarding HB 347 (PRAXIS III) and “Change in Grade Banding” proposals.  While both issues were discussed, additional information will be forthcoming.
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