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School Partners

 Christine Ballato, Instructional Coach

East Garfield Elementary School

 EDU 345:  Reading Diagnosis & Assessment

 Tutoring Collaboration
 Culminating activity at conclusion of tutoring sessions

 Helen Casto, 4th grade teacher, Pugliese West Elementary School

 EDU 320:  Content Area Reading

 Performance-Based Assessment (PBA)

 Text Set

 Big Book

 New Literacies 



School Partners/
In-service Teachers/
Pre-service Teachers

Community 

Policy / Literacy Outcomes

Caregivers/Parents

Professional Development

DataSTARS Components

Realigning 
of reading 

core classes 
at IHE

Creation of 
a database 

of strategies 
aligned to 

SoR



Redesigning & Restructuring 
Reading Courses
• Review and analyze content and how it is presented and 

evaluated in existing reading courses syllabi 

• Align course learning objectives and content with Science of 
Reading principles and content

• Design student learning activities to facilitate their acquisition 
and application of their knowledge of Science of Reading

• Design rubrics to assess students’ performance in learning 
activities

• Measure and document student acquisition of content via 
pre- and post-course content knowledge assessments



SELECTING OF STRATEGIESWord Recognition 
Strategies

Intervention for 
Sound/Symbol Association 
and Phonetic 
Coding: Segment words 
into syllables by clapping, 
tapping, or counting that 
involves the phonological 
task of segmenting words. 

Interventions for Word 
Recognition and Word 
Automaticity: Categorize 
words into common 
categories, for 
example: clothing, 
transportation, jobs. 
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DataSTARS supports –

* the delivery of high-quality  

professional learning for 

practitioners, 

* teacher education candidates, &

* higher education faculty.



OHIO’S PLAN TO RAISE 
LITERACY ACHIEVEMENT

A Working Document, representing Ohio’s 
commitment to supporting literacy 
development for ALL learners

• Numerous Individual and State Literacy Team 
Contributions

• Aligns with the Science of Reading

• Integrates Social and Emotional Learning 
Standards

• Collaboration Among Educators

• Taken From: 
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics
/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Ohios-Plan-to-Raise-
Literacy-Achievement.pdf.aspx
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• The collaborative partnership between Dr. McVey’s EDU: 345 
Reading Diagnosis & Assessment Class and East Garfield 
Elementary provides critical intervention to struggling first grade 
readers.

• University tutors incorporate Science of Reading knowledge and 
skills with Steubenville City School District’s Success for All reading 
materials during tutoring sessions.

• Tutors use knowledge gained in the classroom to diagnose gaps in 
phonemic awareness, letter sounds, & word reading.

• Diagnostic assessment data is used to plan and monitor 
individualized tutoring activities. 

• 30 minute tutoring session activities include: phonemic awareness, 
letter skills, word skills, spelling, and reading of decodable text.

• Tutors reassess after four sessions to measure reading gains and 
plan new or continued activities.

• This diagnostic approach to tutoring utilizing the cycle of effective 
instruction and the Science of Reading has helped close reading 
gaps.
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Tutoring Collaboration



Goals for DATA STARS: Database of Sharing, Teaching 
& Applying Reading Strategies.

 Revise and strengthen our reading courses’ syllabi

 Strengthen our professional development 

 Create a more inclusive system to help our pre-service teachers recognize they should hold high 
expectations for all learners

 Engage in and foster interdepartmental collaboration

 Book study to learn more and go deeper into the Science of Reading

 Incorporate standards from the International Dyslexia Association (IDA)

 Introduce word recognition strategies

 All of the strategies featured in the virtual database will involve explicit instruction and seek to improve 
reading skills both at the word recognition level and reading comprehension level

THIS PROJECT IS FUNDED BY THE OHIO DEANS COMPACT ON EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN. 
THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHORS.

Questions? Email us at: 
mreister@franciscan.edu
mmcvey@franciscan.edu

mailto:mreister@franciscan.edu
mailto:mmcvey@franciscan.edu
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